
 

 

Mission Statement:  The Parish of Immaculate 
Conception/St. Bridget’s is a Roman Catholic faith 
community whose worship reflects and celebrates the 
cultural gifts and diversity of its members. We welcome all 
believers to worship God, love one another, evangelize the 
good news of Jesus Christ and serve those in need. 

445 Frederick Douglass Street, Rochester, NY 14608 
(585) 235-3340 ~ (585) 235-8315 Fax 

Emergency Line:  (585) 412-3913 
www.immaculateconceptionrochester.org 

rimmacul@dor.org 

Office located at: 34 Monica Street, Rochester, NY 14619 
Office Hours:  9:00 am — 3:00 pm (Monday-Friday) 

Parish Staff 

Rev. Raymond Fleming, Pastor  
fr.ray.fleming@dor.org 

Richard Rall, Deacon    
richard.rall@dor.org 

Myrtle Fontenette, Religious Education Coordinator  
& OCIA Coordinator          
myrtle.fontenette@dor.org 

Emanuel Colon, Multi Parish Finance Director  
emanuel.colon@dor.org 

Jeanne Engelbrecht, Finance Manager         
jeanne.engelbrecht@dor.org 

Tracy Jordan, Administrative Assistant  
tracy.jordan@dor.org 

Joanie Fraver, Finance Council Chair 

Keith Parris, Pastoral Council Chair 
 

 
 

Immaculate Conception / St. Bridget’s Church 

A Roman Catholic Community of African American Tradition 

“We’ve Come This Far By Faith” 

Sunday Mass ~ 9:00 a.m.  
Holy Days:  Consult bulletin or call the office. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  By Appointment. 
Sacrament of Marriage: Pre-Cana is a Diocesan 
Requirement.  Arrangements should be made at least six 
months in advance. 
Baptism:  Please call the office to make arrangements. 
Catechumenate:  Adults interested in joining the 
Roman Catholic Church, please call the office. 

August 30, 2026  

22nd Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Only by embracing the sacrifice of discipleship will we 
experience the fullness of joy and life.  
 
Jesus reminds us that if we wish to follow him on the 
path of discipleship, we will have to pick up and carry 
our own cross.  Just as Jesus was willing to give his all 
to fulfill the Father ’s will, we must be willing to give 
our all to fulfill his will in our lives.  It is only through 
such sacrifice that we will experience the fullness of joy 
and life.  

New members are welcome at  
Immaculate Conception/St. Bridget’s Church.  

For more information on how to join the parish, 
please call the parish office at 235-3340 ext. 116. 



 

 

Sunday, August 30, 2026  

David & Margaret Edmond  
Requested by the Castle Family  

Offerings for August 23, 2026 

   Offerings: $968  Attendance: 67 

   Online Giving: $80  Online Givers: 2 

Thank you for your generous support.  Please pray for the sick of the parish and for family and 
friends of parishioners: Jocelyn Bucchan, Fr. Giles 
Conwill, Jacquelyn Dobson, Marcia Fugate, Tom Fugate, 
Carolyn Walker, Roxana Weber, Fr. Robert Werth, Kathy 
Wheeler 

August Christian Action 

Be Kind and Caring!  
• Be the reason someone smiles. 
• Visit, email, call or write a note to someone who is 

lonely. 
• Let someone know you are praying for them. 
• Lighten someone’s load. 
• Be the reason someone believes in the kindness of 

strangers. 

How do I give my offering? 
1. Weekly offering envelopes, cash or checks can be brought to 

Mass or mailed to:  Immaculate Conception/St. Bridget’s 
Church, 34 Monica Street, Rochester, NY 14619 

2. OSV Online Giving:  Visit our website 
         (https:www.osvhub.com/immaculateconceptionrochester/giving/funds) 
          For secure one-time or recurring online giving 
 

We now have a QR Code to access our 
online giving 

Any concerns related to financial 
fraud can be reported anonymously: 

 
Financial Fraud Hotline 
1-800-388-7177 x1266 

 
Reports may also be made in writing to: 

Internal Audit Department ∙  Diocese of Rochester 
1150 Buffalo Road ∙ Rochester, NY 14624 

Reminder:  If you attend another local Catholic 
church on the weekend, you can place your 
Immaculate Conception/St. Bridget’s donation 
envelope in their collection basket and your donation 
will be returned to us. 

           LECTOR SCHEDULE 

Sunday, August 30, 2026  
Reader I & II—Teyana Pappin  

Sunday, September 6, 2026  
Reader I & II—Keith Parris  

Sunday, September 13, 2026  
Reader I & II—Don Toyer 

Sunday, September 20, 2026  
Reader I & II—Norma Thom 

Sunday, September 27, 2026  
Reader I & II—Maureen Corral 

Remember:  If you have a milestone 
anniversary or birthday coming up, 
please let us know so we can print it 
in a future bulletin. The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen 

A dying man asked a dying man for eternal life; a man without 
possessions asked a poor man for a Kingdom; a thief at the 
door of death asked to die like a thief and steal Paradise.  One 
would have thought a saint would have been the first soul 
purchased over the counter of Calvary by the red coins of 
Redemption, but in the Divine plan it was a thief who was the 
escort of the King of kings into Paradise.  If Our Lord had come 
merely as a teacher, the thief would never have asked for 
forgiveness.  But since the thief’s request touched the reason of 
His coming to earth, namely, to save souls, the thief heard the 
immediate answer. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:  Please send bulletin submissions to Tracy by 4pm on Mondays: tracy.jordan@dor.org with photos. 



 

 

Tri-Parish End of Summer Picnic  
with Emmanuel Church of the Deaf,  

Immaculate Conception/St. Bridgets and St. Monica Parishes  
 

Sunday, September 13 ~  1:00 to 4:00 pm  
Genesee Valley Park, Roundhouse Shelter  

RAIN OR SHINE… You don’t want to miss the fun. 

We provide hot dogs, sausages, rolls and 
condiments. You bring chairs (if you don’t 
want to sit on picnic benches), place settings 
and drinks for your family, plus your favorite 
picnic dish to share (don’t forget serving 
utensils): 
Last names beginning with A-L bring a favorite picnic side dish.  
Last names beginning with M-Z bring a dessert or favorite sweet. 

Games, Food, Fellowship  
Got a favorite oatmeal cookie you like to bake? Think it can win a 
competition? What makes your cookie stand out from all the rest? 
Make it and submit it to the Oatmeal Cookie Challenge. No store or 
bakery purchased cookies can be submitted. Cookies will be judged 
on taste, texture, appearance, and creativity.  
PLEASE NOTE: No peanut butter or nuts can be used in your 
recipe. 

SIGN UP SHEET AVAILABLE IN THE GATHERING SPACE.     

            ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME!  

2027 Mass Intentions 
The 2027 Mass Intention book has arrived. You 
can now schedule Mass Intentions for 2027.  
Please call or stop by the office to schedule 
Mass Intentions.  The cost is $10.   

We are currently Looking for Volunteers and/or a 
Coordinator for the Hospitality Committee to take 
on the task of running the coffee hour for the church 
on the second Sunday of the month.  If you are 
interested please speak with Isabelle Walters.   

Celebrating a Lifetime of Faith & Service 
On Sunday, August 23rd  the Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary, 
Ct. 106 celebrated our Seniors Over 80 - the faithful worker bees 
whose decades of service, leadership, hospitality, music, teaching, 
encouragement, and love have helped make our church family what 
it is. 
Guided by Psalm 92:14-15, we honored these living witnesses of 
faith and service with a Certificate of Gratitude and a little “Daily 
Survival Kit” filled with reminders to keep counting blessings, 
staying flexible, sticking with it, giving love, and making time for 
God.  
To our seniors: Thank you for a lifetime of saying “yes” to God and to 
our community. We see you. We appreciate you. We celebrate you!   

Living Faith 

Obstacle Course 

Get behind me, Satan!  You are an obstacle to me.   Matthew 16:23  

One of my favorite prayers was composed by Fr. Mychal Judge, 
the first fatality of 9/11: 
 Lord, take me where you want me to go; 
 Let me meet who you want me to meet; 
 Tell me what you want me to say, 
 And keep me out of your way. 
I imagine St. Peter may have whispered a similar prayer after he 
had this conversation with Jesus in today’s Gospel.  Is there 
anything more alarming than being told that you are an 
obstacle to the Lord? 
We all pray. Almost by rote, “Thy will be done.”  But how often 
do we pray, “Keep me in my place, God, so I don’t mess up your 
plans? 
That can be a tall order.  It means giving up our own desires and 
ambitions.  We’re busy living our lives, doing what we think is 
right—but are we helping God?  Or are we in the way? 
Lord, teach me to be a clear path, not an obstacle! 
               Dcn. Greg Kandra 

If you are interested in advertising or 
including a Memorial in the bulletin please 
call the parish office. 
 

Jean Pryor will be celebrating her 90th 
birthday on Monday, August 31st.  What a 
true blessing it is to turn 90!   
May she continue to have blessings bestowed 
upon her as she continues to cherish, live and 
love those in her life!!  

   Happy Birthday Jean!  



 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph’s House of  Hospitality 

A Rochester, NY Catholic Worker Community 

402 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607 

585-232-3262 

 

T R U S T  I N  T H E  L O R D  W I T H  A L L  Y O U R  H E A R T ,  A N D  D O  N O T  L E A N  O N  Y O U R  
O W N  U N D E R S T A N D I N G .   I N  A L L  Y O U R  W A Y S  A C K N O W L E D G E  H I M ,          

A N D  H E  W I L L  M A K E  S T R A I G H T  Y O U R  P A T H S .                                                    
P R O V E R B S  3 : 5 - 6  

Corn Hill Neighborhood Association  

133 S. Fitzhugh Street                           

Rochester, NY 14608 

www.cornill.org 

Skips on the Ridge 

640 West Ridge Road 

Rochester, NY 14615 

585-865-3896 

    Jack & Elvira Powell 

Always Loved 

Never Forgotten                                  

Forever Missed 

In Loving Memory of the 

QUAMINA & HARPER FAMILIES 

Love Gail, Elise, Joyce, Richard 

In Loving Memory of  

TALLAM & RAPHAEL NGUTI 

Love Your Family 

Alzheimer’s Association 
Our free 24/7 Helpline provides support and 

information. Call 800.272.3900 today.  

In Loving Memory of  

RACHAEL ALICEA &                                      

THEODORE ALICEA-SMITH 

Rick & Colleen Brade 

In Prayerful Remembrance of the 

Deceased Members of the 

CANEPA, CULLEN, MILEY           

FAMILIES 

Love Ralph & Maureen 

In Loving Memory of  

JOE HAUSER 

The Wingo Family 

 

In Loving Memory of  

DR. NATHANIEL HURST 

The Wingo Family 

In Loving Memory of My Guess Family,   

                                                  
CHARLES, MERCEDES, ERIC & MARVA 

Out of sight but never out of mind!    

Marcia Fugate 

In Prayerful Remembrance of the 

Deceased Members of the 

CORRAL, DESTEPHANO FAMILIES 

Love Ralph & Maureen 

In Loving Memory of  

JAMES STOKES 

The Stokes Family 

In Loving Memory of  

TOM & NELLIE BOSTICK & 

ALICE WALTERS 

Linda Nash 

 Always Loved 

 Never Forgotten 

 Forever Missed 

In Loving Memory of  

BILL CASTLE 

The Castle Family 

In Loving Memory of  

DAVID & LOUISE MILES 

Gone, but Never Forgotten 

Bill Sr., Bill Jr., Shannon,                    

Shannel & Brandon 

“In Memory of the great bass player       

Tim Sullivan 

Doug and Victoria Parker on behalf 
of the GateSwingers Big Band “ 

In Loving Memory of  

JOANNE LESSLEY 

Joanne Gordon 

In Loving Memory of  

ALL THE DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE 
McGEE FAMILY 

James & Melissa McGee 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

In Loving Memory of  

JOSEPH RONALD WEBER 

Roxana C. Weber 

Hart Cleaning Services LLC 
Professional Janitorial Contracting Services 

Certified NYS WMBE ● Certified DBE ● Veteran                         
Jake Hart ~ 585-615-2110 

hartcleaning@frontier.com ● www.hartcleaningservices.com 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

In Loving Memory of  
SARAH & DONALD GORDON & HENRY BELL SR.  

The Gordon/Bell Families  

In Loving Memory of  
MICHAEL & JULIANA NWOKELO SR.                    

The Nwokelo Family  
 

SPACE AVAILABLE  


