
Immaculate Conception / St. Bridget’s Church 

A Roman Catholic Community of African American Tradition 

“We’ve Come This Far By Faith” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement: The Par ish of Immaculate 
Conception/St. Bridget’s is a Roman Catholic faith 
community whose worship reflects and celebrates the 
cultural gifts and diversity of its members. We 
welcome all believers to worship God, love one 
another, evangelize the good news of Jesus Christ 
and serve those in need. 

Parish Staff 

Pastor   Rev. Raymond Fleming 
   fr.ray.fleming@dor.org 

Assisting Priest  Rev. Robert Bradler 

Deacon    Richard Rall 

Religious Education  Myrtle Fontenette 
Coordinators  myrtle.fontenette@dor.org 

   Harry Pierre-Philippe 
   harry.pierre-philippe@dor.org 

Director of Finance  Carol Wynne 
& Administration carol.wynne@dor.org 
    
Regional Business  Mark Shevlin 
Manager  mark.shevlin@dor.org 

Parish Secretary Tracy Jordan 
   tracy.jordan@dor.org 

Pastoral Council Chair Chibueze Onwunaka 

Finance Council Chair William Castle 

November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of  Advent 

 

 
445 Frederick Douglass Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

(585) 325-3893 ~ (585) 325-2082 Fax 
www.immaculateconceptionrochester.org 

rimmacul@dor.org 
 

Church Office Days & Hours  
Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 

8:30 am — 4:00 pm 

Holy Days:  Consult bulletin or call parish office.  

Sacrament of  Reconciliation:  By Appointment. 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Pre-Cana is a Diocesan 
Requirement.  Arrangements should be made at 

least six months in advance. 

Baptism:  Please call the parish office to make arrangements. 

Catechumenate:  Adults interested in joining the 
Roman Catholic Church, please call the parish 
office. 

 

WE WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:00 AM 

NEW MEMBERS  ARE  WELCOME! 

 
Let us be ever watchful for our 
God, who comes to us in 
ordinary circumstances. 
 
Perhaps, like Isaiah, we long for 
God to perform a breath-taking 
miracle that would make us sit 
up and take notice. Yet, as 
people of faith, we are called to 
see God in the ordinary.  Advent 
gives us the opportunity to take 
time to pray—to sharpen our 
vision of God’s presence in our 
daily lives. 



JoAnne Lessley 

 
Requested by the Fontenette Family 

Offerings for November 22, 2020 

      Offerings:  $2,304  Attendance:  44 

 
Online Giving:  Week of November 21—$235 

Thank you for your continued and generous support. 
 

Bible Readings for Sunday, November 29, 2020  

Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7  

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:33-37  

 

Bible Readings for Sunday, December 6, 2020  

Is 40:1-5, 9-11  

2 Peter 3:8-14 

Mark 1:1-8 

Please pray for the sick of the parish 
and for family and friends of 
parishioners: Earl & Phyllis Barnes, 
Thomas Bostick, Fr. Giles Conwill, 
Sybil Doucette, Sarah Gordon, Mary 
Ann Hartman, Denise McGowan, 
Alice Walters 

BIBLE STUDY CORNER 

 One nation shall not raise the sword 
against another, nor shall they train for 

war again.” 

       Isaiah 2:4B           

Reflection: There is no joy when we are fighting 
against one another.  There is no joy when we are 
unwilling to forgive those who have hurt us.  There is 
no joy when our family members and friends have 
betrayed us.  There is no joy when we reject others 
because of their race, color, culture, ethnic origin, 
socioeconomic background, gender, sexual orientation, 
religious tradition, and way of life.  Joy comes when 
we seek the way of peace and love together, when we 
are intentional in serving the needs of the poor and 
rebuilding broken lives, and families. Joy comes when 
we can trust and care for each other out of the belief 
that every person is created in the image of God.  Joy 
comes when we accept all people with a deep sense of 
respect. Joy comes when the fear of being 
overpowered and mistreated by others is replaced with 
true peace, forgiveness, and reconciliation. 

 
Ponder:  Who or  what is robbing me of deep joy 
and peace in life? 

Prayer:  Lord, give me the courage to disarm my 
heart from the feelings of anger, resentment, and 
revenge that foster so much pain and division in my 
life.  Instill within me a spirit of gratitude and joy that I 
may become your instrument of peace and 
reconciliation wherever and whenever conflicts arise. 

Practice:  Today I will str ive to be a person of joy 
and peace. 
 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

Parish Goal:  $9,910 

Pledged as of November 24, 2020 

$4,510 (45.51%) 

CMA Update:  How the CMA helps our Parish 

As of this date, 14 families have contributed to the 
CMA.  We thank those who have given generously 
and ask all who have not yet given to prayerfully 
consider doing so.  The CMA helps our Church and 
our parish in so many ways.  One example is the 
Zoom license funded by CMA donations.  Through 
Zoom, we are able to host virtual meetings with parish 
staff, Pastoral and Finance Councils, and also to 
provide religious education to our youth.  Diocesan 
staff have helped us to learn how to use Zoom, and 
are available on a moment’s notice.  Please join our 
appeal and give what you can so that we remain 
strong and able to do God’s great work! 
 
For more information about the CMA, please see 
George Fontenette or go to www.dor.org/cma. 



LIVE THE LITURGY 

Inspiration for the week 
 
Be watchful!  Be alert!  The core message of Advent 
cannot be more direct or simple.  As those who are 
postured in a spirit of readiness and anticipation, we 
must always be attentive and vigilant.  We have to be 
ready not only for the anticipated arrival of our Lord, 
but watchful and attentive to the unexpected visit as 
well.  While we know that the Christ is coming, we 
also do not know the exact time.  Cultivating this 
expectant attitude is the purpose of this season.  It is 
easy to grow slack, inattentive, and too self-assured.  
We can easily deaden ourselves to the wonder and 
surprise of God’s presence.  We get so absorbed in so 
many other distractions that it can seem like Christ’s 
second coming, and even Christ’s coming in time are 
of lesser importance.  When it finally dawns on us that 
we have wandered far away from where we need to be, 
and lost our attentiveness and focus, we will wonder 
how this all happened.  We may even try to put the 
onus on God and blame God for a lack of involvement 
or presence.  We are the ones, who through our own 
choice, put the distance in our relationship and lost 
touch.  Now it’s time to come back and perk ourselves 
up a bit! 

Blacks In Catholic History 

November 29th ~ Did You Know… every 
Catholic and many non-Catholics recognizes the 
name of the largest Catholic lay organization in 
the world, the Knights of Columbus? 
 
The Knights of Columbus were chartered as a 
fraternal organization in Connecticut in 1882.  Far 
fewer Catholics and others have heard of the 
Knights of Peter Claver.  This organization was 
founded in 1909 at Most Pure Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church in Mobile, Alabama.  The 
organization was founded to give “colored men” a 
Catholic fraternal organization.  (Yes, sadly, there 
was a time that those other Knights allowed no 
“colored men” among them.  Fortunately those 
days are gone.)  Like the Knights of Columbus, 
the Knights of Peter Claver are engaged in 
charitable works.  From their start in Alabama a 
century ago, they now have over 1,000 
subordinate units around the country. 

Eastern Service Workers Association 

Christmas Assistance for Families 

 

 

 

 

We will once again be assisting families of 
ESWA with gifts and food baskets for the 
Christmas holiday. If you are interested in 
helping a family, please see Lee Wingo or give 
him a call-247-6575/414-3950. 

 

 

 

St. Corona 
Patroness of Epidemic Victims 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

You came into this world for our salvation.  

Look kindly on us now, we pray,  

that we, and all 

those who serve You,  

might be kept safe from this epidemic.   

Heal those who are sick,  

comfort the suffering, bring 

back those who have gone astray, and above all, 

increase our faith.  O Lord. 

Give us the grace to follow You and,  

like the martyr  

St. Corona, who gave her life for love of You, 

 to take up our 

crosses daily without fear or hesitation. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have 

mercy on us and on the whole world. 

 
St. Corona, patroness of epidemic  

victims, pray for us. 

 

SOPHIA INSTITUTE PRESS 

www.SophiaInstitute.com 



If you are interested in advertising or including a Memorial 

Please call the Parish Office – 325-3893 

 

 

 

St. Joseph’s House of  Hospitality 

A Rochester, NY Catholic Worker Community 

402 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607 

585-232-3262 

BUCKMAN’S PLAZA  

2590 W. Ridge Road, Rochester 

Visit our many stores including City Mattress, Visionworks, Pino’s Deli, Megan Nail Spa,  
Red Cross, Hair Finale Morgan School of Driving, Orville’s Appliances and many more. 

CORN HILL NEIGHBORHOOD  
ASSOCIATION 

133 S. Fitzhugh Street,                           

Rochester, NY 14608 
www.cornill.org 

Mileage Master Center of  Rochester 

2488 Browncroft Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14625 

585-586-1870 

The perfect place for all of your grilling needs 

TOM ZUBERT, REALTOR  

RE/MAX REALTY GROUP 

585-721-1313 

zubert.tom@gmail.com 
(ICS Graduate) 

In Loving Memory of the 

QUAMINA & HARPER FAMILIES 

Love Gail, Elise, Joyce, Richard 

In Loving Memory of My Wife 

ILONA WHITE 

Alphonse White 

Skips on the Ridge 

640 West Ridge Road 
Rochester, NY 14615 

585-865-3896 

In Loving Memory of 

HENRY FAISON JR. 

Love your  
Mom, George, Adrian, Andre 

Prayerful Remembrance of the Gordons 

ARTHUR, SARAH, PEGGY, BUD,   
BOB, NANCY, GARY 

Blessings Bill & Family 

In Loving Memory of  

JOE HAUSER 

The Wingo Family 

 

In Loving Memory of  

DR. NATHANIEL HURST 

The Wingo Family 

In Loving Memory of  

DAVID MILES 

Love your Wife & Children 

In Prayerful Remembrance of the           

Deceased Members of the 

CULLEN & CORRAL FAMILIES 

Love Ralph & Maureen 

In Loving Memory of  

JAMES STOKES 

The Stokes Family 

In Loving Memory of  

JAMES WALTERS 

Alice Walters 

In Loving Memory of  

JEFFREY WALTERS 

Alice Walters 

In Loving Memory of  

DOUGLAS SIMMONS 

Alice Walters 

In Loving Memory of  

ADA FULLWOOD 

The Augustine/Fullwood Families 

In Loving Memory of  

RITA VIOLET AUGUSTINE 

The Augustine Family 

In Loving Memory of 

CREÓLE MON’AE FONTENETTE 

Love your Grandparents 

 

 SPACE AVAILABLE  

In Loving Memory of  

JOSEPH RONALD WEBER 

Roxana C. Weber 

 

 

SPACE AVAILABLE 

In Loving Memory of  

HENRY BELL SR. &  DONALD GORDON 

The Bell/Gordon Families 

 

In Loving Memory of 

MARY JACKSON 

Thomas & Nellie Bostick 

Welcome Visitors to Immaculate Conception / St. Bridget ’s Church 

We are blessed by your presence.  Please come again!  


