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HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR.  BRADLER

January

We all at Immaculate Conception/St. Bridget's wish

a very happy birthday to a great man of God, Fr.

Bradler. Thank you for your commitment to the Lord

and the work he placed in your care.

February

"We've come this far by faith"
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Happiest of birthdays

Father Bradler! Always

wishing you good health,

peace, and opportunities

to see a good movie! We

are blessed to have you as

our pastor.

-

Marcia and Tom Fugate

Happy Birthday Father

Bradler. Thank you for all

you do in this community.

Praying for good health

and may blessings this

coming year.

-

Clara Bray

Fr. Bradler,  

Hope your birthday is filled

with many blessings because

you are a true blessing to

Immaculate Conception/St.

Bridget’s Church.

Happy Birthday!

-

Tracy Jordan

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY
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Happy Birthday Fr. Bradler

and may God continue to

keep you and Bless you

with many more. 

-

Lee and  Mary Wingo

Wishing you the happiest of

birthdays and good health.

-

Julian, Alana, and Alia Bell

Hi Fr. Bradler! Thank you for

all that you do for our

parish. Happy 87th birthday!

I love your perspective of

sharing stories of what

Rochester was like when you

were a boy. Looking forward

to seeing you again soon now

that I'm back from my

surgery!

All the best, 

-

Lily and Jake Gasiorek

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY

" IN THE SAME
WAY,  LET YOUR

LIGHT SHINE
BEFORE OTHERS,
THAT THEY MAY

SEE YOUR GOOD
DEEDS AND

GLORIFY YOUR
FATHER IN
HEAVEN."

-
MATTHEW 5 : 16
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Wishing you a world of

blessings. May the good

Lord continues to bless

you with health, joy and

determination so that you

can continue doing his

work. May your Birthday be 

exceptional  

-

Myrna Barthelemy

Fr. Bradler, May the Lord

continue to Bless and Keep

up you safe. Peace to you

and your loved ones. Happy

Birthday.

-

The Toyer's

Happy Birthday Father! Enjoy

you big day. God Bless!

All the best, 

-

Carolyn & James Walker

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY
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Wherever this year takes

you we hope it’s a

fabulous adventure.

Happiest of birthdays!

-

Doug and Victoria Parker

Father Bradler, we rejoice

with you as you celebrate

another birthday. Wishing

you good health and

happiness. Happy Birthday, 

-

Harry & Sosthenes Pierre

Philippe

Dear Father Bradler,  

Happy Birthday to the BEST

PART TIME PRIEST EVER!

-

Maria and Tom Degnan

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY

Fr. Bradler, we wish you

health and happiness and God’s

blessing on your Birthday,

-

Penny and Keith Paris

"GO, EAT YOUR
FOOD WITH

GLADNESS,  AND
DRINK YOUR WINE

WITH A JOYFUL
HEART,  FOR GOD

HAS ALREADY
APPROVED WHAT

YOU DO."
-

ECCLESIASTES 9 :7

https://www.biblestudytools.com/ecclesiastes/9-7.html
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Happiest Birthday!  May God

continue to bless you and

may you continue to be a

blessing to Immaculate

Conception/St.Bridget’s

church! Enjoy your special

day!  

-

George and Precious

Happy Birthday Father

Bradler. Enjoy and have a

blessed day! 

-

Bing Sr. and Yvette Reaves

Sending best wishes to you.

Wishing you. God’s Blessings,

Peace, Happiness Love and Joy! 

-

Rose Stokes

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY

Happy Birthday Father Bradler, may

your day be blessed and full of

joy.

-

Pat Nguti
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Fr. Bradler, we wish you a

very happy and holy birthday!  

May your future years

continue to be filled with

God's grace and good health

as you continue on your

journey as the spiritual

leader of this church

community.  May God continue

to bless you and guide you in

your work.  

-

Bill and Musette

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY

Dear Fr. Bradler,

As you share your warm

greetings so often with the

Immaculate congregation, here

is a greeting beamed back: a

most Happy Birthday to You,

Thank You for all you do for

your adopted community.

Blessings and Peace during

this snowy season, a time of

special

beauty all its own. 

-

Tim Sullivan

"MAY THE GOD OF
HOPE FILL YOU

WITH ALL JOY AND
PEACE AS YOU

TRUST IN HIM,  SO
THAT YOU MAY

OVERFLOW WITH
HOPE BY THE

POWER OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT. "

-
ROMANS 15 : 13

https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/15-13.html
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Happy Birthday to a truly

wonderful priest. May God

shower you with the best of 

blessings on your special

day and forevermore!

-

Deacon Rick Rall

Happy Birthday  Fr. Bradler!

Thank you for being a

guiding voice in this time

of uncertainty.

-

Patrick Lynch and Sarah

DeGoey

Happy Birthday!  My in-laws

had fond memories of their

relationship with you. 

-

Gail Whitcraft

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY
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Wishing you birthday

blessings that surround your

heart with wonderful

moments, and may the good

Lord continue to guide and

protect you as you celebrate

another year. Thanks for

what you do. Happy birthday

Father Bradler. 

-

Catherine Pappin and family

Hi Father Bradler! Wishing

you the best health, wealth,

and happiness in your new

trip around the Sun. May God

continue to bless you with

his love and favor, and I

hope you enjoy your day and

have an even more prosperous

year. 

-

Kobe Barthelemy

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY

"NOW MAY THE
LORD OF PEACE

HIMSELF GIVE YOU
PEACE AT ALL
TIMES AND IN

EVERY WAY.  THE
LORD BE WITH ALL

OF YOU."
-

2  THESSALONIANS
3: 16

https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-thessalonians/3-16.html
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There is none like you Fr.

Bradler. You’re one of a

kind. The Lord designed

every detail of who you are

and we are so blessed to

have you with us!                                     

Happy Birthday Blessings,

Fr. Bradler! 

-

Joanne Gordon

When I came to Rochester, I

sought out a church and I

found a home and you were a

large part in that. I thank

you for your commitment to

the work of God and how you

loved the people of our

parish. May the blessings of

God continue to rain down

upon you and that you feel

his love more and more daily.

Happy Birthday Fr. Bradler!

-

Chib Onwunaka

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY
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Happy Birthday, Fr. Bradler,

Thank you for “giving

yourself away” for the

Father’s service. You have

emptied yourself out

especially to serve our

Immaculate Conception/ St.

Bridget’s  Church family! We

thank God for your life and

how you have chosen to allow

God to use you in service to

so many. May God’s richest

and choicest blessings be

yours!

-

ICSB Newsletter Committee

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY FR.

BRADLER
FROM THE

ICSB
COMMUNITY

"NOT LOOKING TO
YOUR OWN

INTERESTS BUT
EACH OF YOU TO

THE INTERESTS OF
THE OTHERS. "

-
PHILIPPIANS 2 :4

https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2-4.html


As a Harvard-trained historian, Carter G. Woodson,

like W.E.B. Du Bois before him, believed that truth

could not be denied and that reason would prevail

over prejudice.

His hopes to raise awareness of African American’s

contributions to civilization was realized when he

and the organization he founded, the Association

for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH),

conceived and announced Negro History Week in 1925.

The event was first celebrated during a week in

February, 1926, that encompassed the birthdays of

both Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass

ORIGINS OF BLACK
HISTORY MONTH
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The response was overwhelming: Black history clubs

sprang up; teachers demanded materials to instruct

their pupils; and progressive whites, not simply

white scholars and philanthropists, stepped forward

to endorse the effort.

By the time of Woodson’s death in 1950, Negro

History Week had become a central part of African

American life and substantial progress had been

made in bringing more Americans to appreciate the

celebration.

ORIGINS OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH (CONT'D)
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The Black Awakening of the 1960s dramatically

expanded the consciousness of African Americans

about the importance of Black history, and the

Civil Rights movement focused Americans of all

colors on the subject of the contributions of

African Americans to our history and culture.

The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976,

the nation’s bicentennial. President Gerald R. Ford

urged Americans to “seize the opportunity to honor

the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black

Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our

history.”

ORIGINS OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH (CONT'D)
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That year, fifty years after the first celebration,

the association held the first African American

History Month. By this time, the entire nation had

come to recognize the importance of Black history

in the drama of the American story.

Since then each American president has issued

African American History Month proclamations. And

the association—now the Association for the Study

of African American Life and History (ASALH)—

continues to promote the study of Black history all

year. 

(Excerpt from an essay by Daryl Michael Scott,

Howard University, for the Association for the

Study of African American Life and History)

ORIGINS OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH (CONT'D)
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In 1973,  two years before the end of the Vietnam

war, Immaculate Conception Church had a somewhat

prophetic visit. Mary Lou Williams, a world renown

Black jazz pianist, composer and arranger, asked if

she could perform her Mass for Peace composition at

Immaculate.  She came with her drummer, bass player,

and used Immaculate’s Gospel choir to accompany her.

For two Sundays, Immaculate Conception Church was

filled to capacity.

BLACK HISTORY: 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
MEETS MARY LOU WILLIAMS

Photo Credit:
The Kennedy Center
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Mary Lou Williams (born, Mary Elfrieda Scruggs, May,

1910 in Atlanta, GA) was a child prodigy. Her mother

often had young Mary on her lap as she played bluesy

tunes on the piano. Mary showed that she could

reproduce her mother’s music, and, at the age of 10

performed her first recital. At age 15, teenaged

Mary performed with Duke Ellington and the

Washingtonians.

BLACK HISTORY: 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MEETS
MARY LOU WILLIAMS (CONT'D)

Photo Credit:
ITVS
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By the 1930’s, Ms. Williams was already recording

jazz albums and working with notable jazz 

performers such as Benny Goodman and Tommy Dorsey.

By the 1940’s, Ms. Williams had her own radio show-

not very common for a woman- not to mention a Black

woman.

In 1952, Ms. Williams moved to Europe, but by 1954,

she made the decision to retire from 

performance. It was also at this time that she

departed from her Southern Baptist roots and 

converted to Roman Catholicism.

Photo Credit:
WAMU
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BLACK HISTORY: 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MEETS
MARY LOU WILLIAMS (CONT'D)



She decided to create the Bel Canto Foundation which

helped addicted musicians to return to performance.

She then focused on religious jazz and even wrote 

Music for Peace which was choreographed by Alvin

Ailey and performed by his Dance Theatre.

In the 60’s, Ms. Williams did resume secular jazz

performance, but always sought to perform her

religious compositions in churches in whatever city

she played. Rochester, NY and Immaculate Conception

Church in particular were blessed recipients.

Photo Credit:Photo Credit:
The New YorkerThe New Yorker
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BLACK HISTORY: 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MEETS
MARY LOU WILLIAMS (CONT'D)



Ms. Williams performed in 1978 at the White House by

invitation of President Jimmy Carter. She 

died in May of 1981 at the age of 71. 

 

(Klein, Alexander, April, 2011; 

BlackPast.org.https://www.blackpast.org/african-

american-history/williams-mary-lou-1910-198

1/)

Photo Credit:Photo Credit:
Wall Street JournalWall Street Journal
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BLACK HISTORY: 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MEETS
MARY LOU WILLIAMS (CONT'D)



In the December 30, 2021 edition of the Global

Sisters Report ( A project of the National Catholic  

Reporter), Alejandra Molina (Religion News Service)

wrote an article  titled, “There are no African

American Saints. A lay Catholic group seeks to

change that.”  In the article, Molina recounted the

story of Ralph Moore, a parishioner of St. Pius

Church in West Baltimore, who had, out of

frustration at not seeing reflections of Black

culture depicted in church, painted statues of Mary

and Jesus in the Church Black before leaving

Catholicism for 50 years.

A PUSH FOR CHANGE TO THE
PATH OF CANONIZATION
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Moore has now returned to the Catholic faith, and is

now a part of a lay Catholic push to get Pope

Francis to canonize six African-American candidates.

The article cites that Pope Francis has canonized

899 individuals- NONE of whom are African American.

Molina further states that the lay group, which is a

joint effort by parishioners from St. Ann’s Church,

St. Francis Xavier and St. Wenceslaus, in Maryland,

began collecting letters and signatures in November

of 2021, and mailed off the first batch of letters

to the Vatican in mid-December.

A PUSH FOR CHANGE TO THE PATH
OF CANONIZATION (CONT'D)

PAGE 22



The group is not only advocating for the

canonization of African American saints, it is also

imploring the Vatican to reconsider the rigorous

process towards canonization that can sometimes take

many years or even centuries.

The article quotes Ralph Moore as also saying, “

African American and brown people, particularly in

this country, have endured enslavement, have endured

segregation even within churches, have endured mass

incarceration and mass poverty, and yet, we have

remained faithful… Martin Luther King used to say

that unearned suffering is redemptive, and we think

we’ve had unearned suffering in this country, in

this church and that should be enough.”

A PUSH FOR CHANGE TO THE PATH
OF CANONIZATION (CONT'D)
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Venerable Mother Henriette DeLille

Venerable Augustus Tolton

Venerable Pierre Toussaint

Servant of God Thea Bowman

Servant of God Julia Greeley

Servant of God Mother Mary Lange  

These new publications about the six African

American candidates for sainthood are by Liguori

Publications and can be ordered by visiting

Liguori.org or by calling 800-325-9521.

SPEND AN HOUR WITH
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http://liguori.org/


God of mercy and love today we place before you

our families, especially our Black families. May

we be proud of our history and never forget those

who paid a great price for our liberation. Bless

us

one by one and keep our hearts and minds fixed on

higher ground. Help us to live for YOU and not for

ourselves, and may we cherish and proclaim the

gift of life. Bless our parents, guardians and

grandparents, relatives and friends. Give us the

amazing grace to be the salt of the earth and the

light of the world. Help us, as Your children, to

live in such a way that the beauty and greatness

of authentic love is reflected in all that we say

and do.

PRAYER OF THE BLACK FAMILY
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Give a healing anointing to those less fortunate -

especially the motherless, the fatherless, the

broken, the sick and the lonely. Bless our departed

family members and friends. May they be led into

the light of Your dwelling place where we will

never grow old, where we will share the fullness of

redemption and shout the victory for all eternity.

This we ask in the Precious Name of Jesus, our

Savior and Blessed Assurance. AMEN. Holy Mary,

Mother of our Families, pray for us.

PRAYER OF THE BLACK FAMILY
(CONT'D)
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Patrick Lynch and Sarah DeGoey have only been in the
parish for a few months, but they attend Mass regularly
and are not afraid to help out whenever needed. Here is
what they had to say!

WELCOME TO ICSB

Tell us a little about yourselves:

We're both from the Rochester area, but recently

moved back after multiple years in Virginia,  where

we met each other.  We both have family in the area

and thought it was a good time to move back,

although these winter temperatures may take a

little getting used to! (at least for Sarah). We

just got married in October (but you all already

knew that)! Sarah is an elementary teacher in

Churchville-Chili and Patrick works for the US

Patent Office.
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WELCOME TO ICSB (CONT'D)
How long have you been members of Immaculate

Conception/St. Bridget's:

Since September 2021

What has been your Christian Journey?

Both of us were raised Catholic but have ebbed and

flowed with our attendance with mass and 

involvement with Church.  Once we started attending

our previous parish we started to feel like 

we were part of a community and slowly started

getting involved, and then COVID shut 

everything down.
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WELCOME TO ICSB (CONT'D)
What attracted you to ICSB and what has kept you

here? 

We were searching for a church similar to the

parish we came from in Virginia.  We were looking 

for a community instead of just a weekly mass to

attend.  We feel that as much as possible with 

COVID that we have been fully welcomed into the

parish. We hope to get the full experience 

once COVID subsides.

Would you invite family and friends to visit or

join the parish? 

Yes, absolutely!
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WELCOME TO ICSB (CONT'D)
Is there anything more that you'd like to say to

the parish? 

We look forward to getting to know everyone better,

and especially get to see everyone's faces!

Are there any ministries that you might be

interested in? 

Social Ministry seems like something we'd both be

interested in.  
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January 1

Christopher Hicuburundi

Scholastique Hicuburundi

January 2

Alex Cooper

January 4

Earl Barnes

January 6

Tom Fugate

January 11

Lauren DeRouen

January 13

Sandra Brooks

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

January Birthdays

January 16

Yvette Reaves

January 22

Nellie Bostick

James Walker

Ruth Johnstone

January 26

Shelly Smith

January 27

Phyllis Barnes

January 28

Joyce Gainey

Fr. Robert Bradler
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"but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not

grow weary, they will walk and not be faint."

Isaiah 40:31

https://www.biblestudytools.com/proverbs/21-21.html


February 3

Gail Whitcraft

February 4

Leslie Pierre-Philippe

February 7

Bing Reaves

February 8

Rosalie Bouphavong

Jaidi Bouphavong

Johnathan Dingwall

February 11

Lily Tatum

February 25

Andre Fontenette

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

February Birthdays
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"Whoever pursues righteousness and love finds
life, prosperity and honor."

Proverbs 21:21

https://www.biblestudytools.com/proverbs/21-21.html
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REGISTER FOR THE 
VIRTUAL REVIVAL!
Registration is open for the Virtual Revival

sponsored by the Rochester Black Catholic

Coalition. Register today and don't miss out!
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